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ENRON BROADBAND SERVICES, SYCAMORE NETWORKS

TO EXTEND NATIONWIDE OPTICAL NETWORK

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Monday, Jan. 31, 2000

HOUSTON – Enron Broadband Services (EBS), a wholly owned subsidiary of Enron Corp. and a leader in the delivery of broadband delivery services, announced today an agreement with Sycamore Networks (NASDAQ: SCMR), a leader in intelligent optical networking, to use Sycamore’s switching and transport products in new long-haul and metropolitan area routes on the Enron Intelligent Network (EIN).
“Enron is deploying the most flexible and efficient broadband network in the world.  The ability to dynamically manage bandwidth at the optical layer will accelerate the deployment of broadband services and speed development of bandwidth markets,” said Ken Rice, co-CEO of Enron Broadband Services.  “With this agreement, Sycamore Networks will provide a key component of that network.”

The three-year contract between the two telecommunications pioneers could be worth up to $200 million.  Enron also may incorporate SILVX™, Sycamore’s Optical Network Management System (ONMS), directly into the EIN management system to manage the Sycamore products in the Enron network

“Open, standards-based, programmatic control of the optical domain must be central to the communications infrastructure,” said John Griebling, EBS vice president of network engineering and operations.  “Sycamore’s commitment to this principle and its demonstrated ability to execute, coupled with some of the best minds in optical technology and virtual networking, make it a solid choice for the EIN.  We look forward to setting the bar for service delivery best practices in broadband communications.”

“In today’s competitive marketplace, service providers need to react quickly to service opportunities.  Enron Broadband Services is building the leading broadband platform to ensure delivery of the next generation of broadband content and applications,” said Daniel E. Smith, Sycamore’s president and CEO.  “The Enron Intelligent Network will be able to quickly and cost-effectively deploy and redeploy network resources to meet the bandwidth and service needs of their customers.”

About the Enron Intelligent Network

The Enron Intelligent Network is an architecture based on a unique approach to networking through distributed servers, Enron Broadband Services’ InterAgent® middleware and Enron Broadband Services’ Pure IP™ technology.  The intelligence of the network comes from Enron Broadband Services’ standards-based InterAgent, a real-time intelligent messaging technology that supports the development and maintenance of distributed applications across diverse network environments.  The Enron Intelligent Network brings to market a reliable, bandwidth-on-demand platform for delivering data, applications and streaming rich media to the desktop.  The Enron Intelligent Network allows customers to access on-the-fly capacity, tiered quality of service, data, and application and content capabilities purchased entirely on an as-used basis. 

About Enron Broadband Services


Enron Broadband Services, formerly Enron Communications, Inc., is a leading provider of high quality, broadband Internet content and applications.  The company’s business model combines the power of the Enron Intelligent Network, Enron’s Broadband Operating System (BOS), bandwidth trading and intermediation services, and high-bandwidth applications, to fundamentally improve the experience and functionality of the Internet.  Enron introduces its Broadband Operating System to allow application developers to dynamically provision bandwidth on demand for the end-to-end quality of service necessary to deliver broadband content.  Enron also has created a market for bandwidth that will allow network providers to scale to meet the demands that increasingly complex applications require.  A wholly owned subsidiary of Enron Corp. (NYSE: ENE), Enron Broadband Services can be found on the Web at www.enron.net.

Enron is one of the world’s leading electricity, natural gas and communications companies.  The company, which owns approximately $34 billion in energy and communications assets, produces electricity and natural gas, develops, constructs and operates energy facilities worldwide, delivers physical commodities and financial and risk management services to customers around the world, and is developing an intelligent network platform to facilitate online business.  Enron’s Internet address is www.enron.com, and the stock is traded under the ticker symbol, “ENE.”
About Sycamore Networks

Sycamore Networks develops and markets intelligent optical networking products that transport voice and data traffic over wavelengths of light.  The Company combines significant experience in data networking with expertise in optics to develop intelligent optical networking solutions for network service providers.  Sycamore’s products are based on a common software foundation, enabling concentration on the delivery of services and end-to-end optical networking.  Sycamore’s products and product plans include optical transport, access and switching systems and end-to-end optical network management solutions.  Contact Sycamore Networks at www.sycamorenet.com.

###

For Sycamore: Except for the historical information contained herein, we wish to caution you that certain matters, including statements about the value of the agreement, discussed in this news release constitute forward-looking statements that involve risks and uncertainties.  The Company’s actual results could differ materially from those stated or implied in forward-looking statements due to the a number of factors, including whether the agreement is cancelled by either party before any significant purchases are made and those risks and uncertainties discussed under the heading ‘Risk Factors’ contained in the Company’s Registration Statement on Form S-1 (file no. 333-84635) filed by the Company in connection with its initial public offering and which became effective October 21, 1999 and the other reports filed by the Company from time to time with the Securities and Exchange Commission.  Forward looking statements include statements regarding the Company’s expectations, beliefs, intentions or strategies regarding the future and can be identified by forward-looking words such as “anticipate,” “believe,” “could,” “estimate,” “expect,” “intend,” “may, “should,” “will,” and “would” or similar words.  The Company assumes no obligations to update the information included in this press release.
